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WTO CHAIRS ,;;fv»u,, ,‘\..w“;‘j Department of Industries & Commerce
WTO OMC PROGRAMME e fyam T Government of Kerala

Workshop on Leveraging the UK-India CETA: A New Era for MSME Exporters

14 November 2025 (Friday)
Vivanta by Taj, Kochi

09:30 — 10:00 AM | Registration and Networking Tea

Inaugural Session

Moderated by: Mr. Savio Mathew, Head, FICCI KESC

10:00 —10:45 AM | Welcome Address

e Mr. Alex K. Ninan, Chair, FICCI KESC Task Force on
Exports

Opening Remarks

e Dr James ] Nedumpara, Professor and Head, Centre for
Trade and Investment Law (CTIL) and India Chair, WTO
Chairs Programme

Keynote Address

e Mr. APM Mohammed Hanish IAS, Principal Secretary
Industries, Government of Kerala

Special Address

e Mr. Richard Heald, Chair, UK India Business Council

Address

e Mr. Gurkaran Singh Bains IRS, Commissioner of
Customs, Custom House Cochin

e Mr. Hassan Usaid, Trade Services Officer

10:45-11:30 AM Session on Strengthening State Readiness for India-UK

CETA - Infrastructure, Policy & Sectoral Opportunities

Theme Presentation on India-UK CETA- Opportunities
for Indian Industry

e Dr James ] Nedumpara, Professor and Head, CTIL and
India Chair, WTO Chairs Programme
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WTO OMC PROGRAMME e fyam T Govermnment of Kerala

Technical Presentation on Sanitary & Phytosanitary
Measures & Technical Barriers to Trade

e Mr. Vishishth Malhotra, Associate, CTIL
Q&A

11:30 — 12:45 PM  Panel discussion with Key Officials on Strengthening

State Readiness for India-UK CETA - Infrastructure,
Policy & Sectoral Opportunities

Moderator:
e Dr. K Sreekumar, Professor, Jain University
Panellists

e Ms. Deepthi Nair S, Director -Marketing, Coconut
Development Board

e Mr. Basisth Narayan Jha, Director — Marketing, Spices
Board of India

e Mr. Anil Kumar P, Joint Director (Marketing), MPEDA

e Ms. Simi Unnikrishnan, Assistant General Manager,
Regional Head, APEDA

e Mr. Anil Kumar P C, Regional Vice Chairperson EPCES &
Honorary Secretary, Cochin Special Economic Zone

e Ms. Sunanda Tewari, Consultant/ Assistant Professor,
Centre for Trade and Investment Law (CTIL)

12:45-13:00 PM  Presentation on Trade Remedies Advisory Cell of CTIL

Ms. Imjot Kaur, Research Fellow, Centre for Trade &
Investment & Law (CTIL)

13:00 - 13:15PM  Presentation on EXIM Products by SBI

Mr. Arun Sukumaran, Head, Regional Treasury
Marketing Unit, SBI

13:15-13:20 PM  Vote of Thanks

Mr. Savio Mathew, Head, FICCI Kerala State Council
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“Trade pacts boost Kerala’s MSMES’

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: State industries se-
cretary A P M Mohammad
Hanish said international
trade agreements have deli-
vered significant benefits
for Kerala, especially for the
MSME sector. He was delive-
ringthe keynote addressata
workshop organised by the

Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and In-
dustry (Ficci) in Kochi on
Friday, held in connection
with the proposed UE-India
Comprehensive Trade Ag-
reement (Ceta).

Hanish said the earlier
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(Cepa) had already trigge-

red major growth in the sta-
te's MSME ecosystem. Un-
der the “"Entrepreneurship
Year” initiative, Kerala cre-
ated 4.75 lakh new MSME
units, 38% of which are in
the food-processing sector
A majority of these ventu-
res are led by women,

He added that produe-
tion cost, quality and value

addition remain the three
decisive factors that deter-
mine a product’s competiti-
Veness,

Richard Heald, chair-
man of the UK India busi-
ness council, said the propo-
sed UK-India trade pact has
been designed with a strong
focus on ease of doing busi-
ness and operational clarity.
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